
May 9, 2014
To Whom It May Concern:

It is my honor and pleasure to unreservedly recommend Professor Seth Panitch for his
promotion to full professor. As a student in the theatre department, I had several classes with
Seth, and also had the honor and privilege of taking part in his Cuban production of Beyond
Therapy in Havana during my senior year at UA.  His numerous qualifications for this promotion
would take too long to list individually, so I will simply begin with this: Seth is the most
dedicated, charismatic and amazing teacher I’ve ever had.

Seth holds his students to an extremely high standard of professionalism—a standard that
he keeps himself.  Seth always manages to bring out the best in all of his students, and one would
be hard-put to find a student that did not grow tremendously from one of Seth’s classes.

I, personally, feel that Seth’s Acting II class changed my life.  I don’t say this flippantly. I
discovered more about myself as an actor and a person in that class than I ever had before.
 Acting II really engenders a special type of introspection that allows everyone to look deep
within, face their demons, and come out with a new level of self knowledge and confidence that
shines through their work.  And that work doesn’t have to be on the stage—that knowledge and
confidence translates to every discipline.  

I have also found that Seth takes every opportunity to broaden his students’ horizons.  In
my senior year, I, and two other undergrads, were given the opportunity to travel to Cuba and
take part in Seth’s production of Christopher Durang’s Beyond Therapy and take classes at El
Instituto Superior Del Arte. This was an unprecedented opportunity for the three of us, and it is
one that would not be possible without Seth’s tireless efforts.  I cannot express how completely
this trip informed my own work and how I grew as an actor and person—I know that I have Seth
to thank for that growth.

Seth heavily promotes camaraderie and being a “support system” for one’s peers.  He
taught me that the business side of theatre, and theatre itself, can be heavy, but that as actors we
have to be the ones to lift it up and lift up our fellow actors.  He taught me that “every attempt
must be perfect, but the result doesn’t have to be.” Above all, Seth has taught me what it means
to bring myself to bear in my work. He taught me that ultimately, what I have to offer and give as
a person is what is most important—I didn’t understand that before his classes.

Seth truly is an amazing teacher and mentor.  He has touched so many lives, and I cannot
think of any professor more worthy of promotion.
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